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Alumni Sabbath—Celebrating & Remembering 
by Joanne Furiosi Grigore, ’80 

1 See page 1 for the rest of the story 

Join us on  
April 7-8, 2017  

for our next  
Homecoming!  

We will have added programming  
& more opportunities to visit with old classmates.  

Please plan on joining us! 
 

We will be honoring the following classes:  
1937, 1947, 1957, 1967, 1977, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2007.  

Follow us on Facebook at 
Mountain View Academy 
Alumni. We post information 
about upcoming Homecom-
ings. This page also provides a 
forum for alumni to post their 
updates whether it be marriages, 
births or accomplishments.  
Come take a look! 

Following a wonderful Friday evening con-

cert performed by musician and fellow MVA 

alum Sam Ocampo, ’76, Sabbath morning 

brought more blessings with several special 

features and many faces from the past.  

Jayson Tsuchiya, ’78, alumni president, was 

the host for one of the largest ever attended 

alumni Sabbaths. Along with Heidi Nelson, 

MVA’s alumni and development director, 

the two put in countless hours towards mak-

ing a smooth and packed full event. 

MVA students and staff presented a mission 

slideshow highlighting the annual Urban 

Mission Trip where students who had never 

been involved in service events before spoke 

about what they had experienced and learned 

directly helping organizations and a local 

church in Santa Cruz, California. 

Another slide from MVA’s Mission Trip to 

the Philippines, guided by Moises Guerrero, 

in particular, captured the hearts of the alum-

ni in the audience. It was a picture of a little 

boy whose feet were swollen and wounded 

making it difficult for the little one to walk. 

One of the nurses on the trip, Esther Oliveras, 

asked the mother to bring the boy in everyday 

for treatment the week that MVA was there. 

Sure enough, when MVA left, the boy could 

walk! The Alumni donations of last year to-

wards the mission trip, figuratively, gave 

assistance to that boy as well! Many alumni 

joined the students during spring break for 

the mission trip to the Philippines creating 

joy in Jesus while serving others. 

Two other extremely meaningful and touch-

ing moments occurred when three of Daphne 

Knecht’s class of 2006 friends presented the 

Alumnus of the Year award to her parents, 

who are staff members at MVA. The award 

was given in honor of their daughter who lost 

her battle to cancer four years ago. With tear-

ful acceptance, Daphne’s parents were gra-

cious as they accepted the award on behalf of 

their beloved daughter. 

The other touching event came about when 

Ruth (Matsumura) Nakashima’s,’42, life-



 

 

We were so blessed this past Alumni Weekend! So many 

people braved the pouring rain to join us for a fun-filled time 

with more alumni than we’ve seen in several years. If you 

missed it, please plan to come next year (April 7-8) when we 

will be honoring the classes ending in 7 and the 25th year 

class of 1992. 

This year we expanded our Homecoming program to include 

a Friday evening concert which was performed by Sam 

Ocampo, ’76. We plan to have a similar event next year so 

please plan to arrive early enough to attend.  

We would like to revive the Saturday evening event on 

Alumni Weekend and would love your input. I know many 

of the honor classes like to meet with their individual classes 

so we are looking at potentially hosting an event that alumni who have come back home but 

aren’t in an honored class can visit with friends and enjoy a fun evening together. If you have 

any suggestions, please email us at alumni@mtnviewacademy.org. Thank you!  

This summer, our Alumni and Development Director Heidi Nelson will be starting the very 

big job of digitizing our collection of alumni memorabilia. She will digitize annuals and other 

items the school has from years past with the goal that alumni will be able to access these 

items on the school’s website using a username and password to protect everyone’s privacy.  

The alumni have once again voted me to be MVA Alumni President for the upcoming year. I 

am humbled and ask you to continue to support me through your prayers and ideas. Together 

we can build an even stronger Alumni Association. We are looking for a few volunteers to 

help with planning for next year’s Alumni Weekend so if this is your strong suit, please con-

tact us and we will happily put you to work! 

Our next official event will be a casual watermelon feed at the Central California Conference 

Soquel Campmeeting. Please bring you, your family and friends who have any ties with 

Mountain View Academy. I look forward to seeing each one of you and having a great 

fellowship together.  

Alumni President Report 
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Jayson Tsuchiya, ’78 

story was read by her daughter, Cheryl 

Teruya, ’66. Because of the internment of the 

Japanese-Americans during WW11, Ruth 

had to leave MVA by Executive Order in 

March of her senior year in 1942 and conse-

quently never received her MVA high school 

diploma. 

Principal, Jerry Corson, presented Ruth with 

an official blue and gold diploma. In her 

nineties, Ruth proudly marched up to the 

stage to receive her much deserved high 

school diploma. She was smiling from ear to 

ear while the entire audience gave her a 

standing ovation. 

Jim Morehead was introduced as Teacher of 

the Year by Gary Guernsey, ’78. This former 

student of Jim’s told of how Jim’s mentoring 

meant the world to him. A few secrets were 

revealed about how Jim personally financed 

the needs of kids from his own pockets. 

When Jim spoke, in true to form Morehead 

style, he had all the former alumni who fondly 

had memories of shop class in stitches laughing. 

Rick Mace, or Coach Mace, as most MVA 

students called him, was the guest speaker. 

He fondly reminisced of how he came to take 

the job opening at MVA. He impressively 

could remember fifty plus students’ names 

though it had been over thirty eight years 

since he had walked the halls of MVA.  

The warm and endearing service, beautifully 

decorated with flowers compliments of Lori 

Hashimoto Smith, ’77 did not leave out the 

former Royalaires singing with the current 

choir, or classmates of ’76 leading and play-

ing for song service, but to finish the service 

off, Edwin Perla, ’91 and Sam Ocampo, ’76 

lead everyone in singing, “Side By Side We 

Stand!” Everyone sang it whole-heartedly! 

Thanks to Kathy Bylard and friends, a deli-

cious lunch was relished after the program. 

Alumni Weekend 2016 has come and gone, 

but the afterglow of this year’s event calls 

those of you who could not attend to join in 

on the fun next year! 

Alumni Weekend continued 

From cover Alumni Notes 

We received nearly $5,000 in 

offerings: $3,780 for the Worthy 

Student Fund and $1,47 for the 

Mission Trip Fun.  

If you weren’t at Alumni Week-

end and would like to contribute 

to either of these funds, please go 

to the MVA website, Alumni and 

Giving, Donations.   

www.mtnviewacademy.org 

Thank you 
Alumni!  

Even though the details of the mission trip 

were started nearly a year prior, the MVA 

Philippines Mission Trip officially began at 

8:30 p.m. on March 14. Boxes of equipment 

and bags of clothing to give away were 

checked in with luggage for the 43 students 

and 29 adult volunteers that would provide 

the necessary equipment for the multi-

faceted service-orientated trip.  

The flight left San Francisco Airport at 1:15 

a.m. Tuesday with the arrival 13 hours later in 

Taiwan at 6:30 Wednesday morning, just in 

time for sunrise. After several additional 

flights, planned layovers and delayed flights, 

the group arrived in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, 

Philippines at 6:00 Friday evening. Work 

began Sunday morning at Palawan Adventist 

School and included multiple activities 

performed by organized crews. 

Medical Clinic: Before a dental patient 

could be treated, they were screened and 

provided health information. Children were 

provided instruction on proper dental care 

by students and other physical problems 

were treated. Along with several nurses who 

supervised and performed treatment, stu-

dents recorded a patient’s pulse rate and 

blood pressure. Once a patient was through 

the medical screening, those that desired 

dental treatment were screened to determine 

who should be treated. Patients, both dental 

and medical, were given advice on treatment 

options and referred to local care providers 

when necessary. 

Construction: The major project for this 

crew was the construction of a second story 

on a currently used classroom. The room had 

been designed so that a second and third story 

could be added. Students and crew managers 

worked to build partial block walls create the 

forms for concrete pillars and assist the local 

construction workers in placing and bracing 

the forms. Crews then hand mixed the 

concrete and lifted the mixture up to the 

forms where they were filled. An additional 

project was the cleaning and leveling of a 

previously constructed second floor room. 

The very top layer of the four-inch floor was 

mixed with red colorant to provide a long 

lasting brick-red floor. Between these on-

going projects the construction crew also 

repainted a couple of classrooms. 

Teacher Education: Palawan Adventist 

School is expanding to a 12 grade school and 

currently has about 150 students. Most of the 

teachers are young with only one or two 

years teaching experience. Coreen Hicks 

(Associate Superintendent of Education for 

the Northern California Conference) led out 

in a teacher in-service that provided instruc-

tional techniques as well as insights into 

teacher personalities. These insights can help 

the staff understand each other better, appre-

ciate each other’s strength, and support each 

other to provide a stronger education pro-

gram for the students.  The second part of 

the program was an introduction to profes-

sional growth through peer observation tech-

niques presented by MVA principal, Jerry 

Corson. This presentation concluded with the 

presentation of two iPads, various apps, and 

two digital projectors for the teachers and 

administrators to use at the school. 

Worship and Spiritual Growth: While this 

trip was to provide assistance to the local 

people of Puerto Princesa, another key 

component were the daily morning and 

evening worships. Students were organized 

to lead out in these worships but there was 

often adult assistance. Pastor Guerrero, as 

organizer of the Mission Trip, also provided 

significant spiritual leadership. These wor-

ships culminated with a Friday evening 

Communion service followed by a Sabbath 

afternoon baptism of three students 

Dental Clinic: Another group of students and 

volunteers worked in the temporary dental 

clinic that our volunteer professionals estab-

lished. Because there was a high volume of 

people requesting dental work, the dental 

clinic was mainly concerned with removing 

painful teeth. Four dentists on the trip provided 

the expertise and students along with some 

recent MVA graduates worked as dental 

assistants, x-ray technicians and equipment 

Mission Trip to Philippines Treats 1,000 People in Medical and Dental Clinics 
by Jerry Corson, Principal 

Help Needed! 
 

We are looking for people from the 
honor classes for next year’s 

Homecoming (classes ending in 7 
and the class of 1992 and 1982) to 
help organize their class gathering.  

 

If you can help, please contact us at: 
alumni@mtnviewacademy.org  

 

Announcement 

mailto:alumni@mtnviewacademy.org
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“It Only Takes a Spark and Samuel Ocampo to Get a Fire Going!”  

by Joanne Furiosi Grigore, ’80  

How can I explain 

such a wonderful 

MVA vespers if you 

weren’t sitting with 

me? Imagine a cold 

wet stormy night. Rain 

is streaking down your 

window, yet a cozy 

fire spreads light and 

warmth throughout 

your living room. You 

close your eyes and 

treasure the heat your steamy mug of cocoa provides. Now THAT is 

how we all felt while reminiscing and listening to our gifted class-

mate, Samuel Ocampo, from the honored class of 1976. 

Masterfully and emotionally, he played 

the piano with renditions of our favorite 

hymns and classics as: “My Tribute” and 

“Rise Again” 

Friends, family, classmates, current and 

former teachers sat spell bound in our 

semi-new cushy chapel seats, 

(compliments of alumni donations as 

well as constituent family donations) 

blessed by a Friday evening vespers 

which truthfully had not felt as “warm and fuzzy” since 1976! 

Because of Samuel’s infectious love for music, we all experienced the 

inviting evening’s atmosphere as a perfect kick-off to a special alumni 

weekend. Accompanied by his brother, Nino, on bass guitar and a 

good friend on drums, we enjoyed everything from classical, jazz, to 

patriotic music. Samuel’s expressive style on the piano, and his heart-

felt stories between pieces, contributed to the close knit feeling in the 

room. Samuel’s way of praising God through passionate piano play-

ing brought joy to our eyes, ears, and hearts! The afterglow of such an 

event still remains with me. 

Sorry you missed it? Never fear, MVA alumni weekend rolls around 

again next year. It’s never too late to reconnect with friends from your 

past at our never to be forgotten...Mountain View Academy. 

Principal’s Report 

Dear Alumni 

 

The school year has ended and grad-

uation weekend is over.  It is always 

a time of stress during the last few 

weeks of school as the teachers final-

ize what has been covered and prepare 

students for their semester exams.  It 

is also stressful for students who 

also must complete their assign-

ments, project and tests.  But the 

2015-2016 school year has been a 

great year.  Forty-three seniors 

graduated, enrollment was up so 

that we had 155 students enrolled 

at the end of the year, membership in the National Honor Society 

grew, the International Student program has a waiting list for next 

year, and exciting projects are in the works for future development. 

 

Yet, the year cannot be summarized in numbers and projects because 

we are here to shape in influence student lives.  At the beginning of 

this school year the staff put together a school-wide retreat.  The 

agenda involved a weekend speaker, team building activities, and 

purposeful association between all students of all grade levels.  One 

of the teachers asked the students to write about what they remember 

The annual Urban Mission Trip introduces 

students to the local ministries that provide 

housing, food and services to our local dis-

advantaged people. Our goal is to help them 

with big tasks that they can’t accomplish in 

their normal routine. 

Many of the places we serve are funded by 

government agencies to distribute food. Oth-

ers are nearly self-supporting, such as the 

Grey Bears Recycling Center in Santa Cruz. 

And still others survive on some kind of 

combination or government money, dona-

tions and their own industry.  

Students come away with two distinct im-

pressions. One is the human face of poverty 

and homelessness. As they hear the stories of 

how people went from independence to pov-

erty, they understand that many of us are an 

accident or illness away from destitution. 

Sometimes that “accident" is the use of 

drugs or alcohol, for others it may have been 

the loss of a job.  

The second impression is that society de-

pends on people like us to share the load. 

Part of the responsibility of those of us with 

time, talents and money is to see that all are 

Students Make Local Impact on Urban Mission Trip 
by Tim Mitchell, Mission Trip Coordinator, MVA Chaplin, Teacher 

Students assist at Monterey Bay 
Horsemanship Center 
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Academy News Notes 

fed, housed and 

clothed. We hope 

our students see 

the opportunity to 

make service to 

the poor a strong 

lifestyle choice. 

Among the minis-

tries served on this 

year’s trip were 

the Monterey Bay Horsemanship Center (for 

kids with brain injuries and other challenges) 

and the Food Bank (where canned and fresh 

food is packed and distributed to individuals 

and other agencies). At Grey Bears every-

thing is recycled and sold—clothing, elec-

tronics, household items, books and even 

compost—that enable them to operate minis-

tries for food distribution and meal delivery 

to seniors. 

Nino Ocampo, ’79 

Sam Ocampo, ’76, Rob Colon, ’79, 
master of ceremonies.  

W e want to hear from you! Any-

thing you would like to share with 

us—marriages, births, career updates, etc.

—we would be happy to pass along your 

news to fellow alums. Email us your up-

dates at alumni-@mtnviewacademy.org. 

Do You Have Any News? Alumni Updates 

Betsy Ross Kennedy, Former Volunteer 

Betsy, beloved aunt and 

family matriarch, passed 

peacefully on the evening 

of May 3, 2016. A small 

family memorial service 

was held on May 13, 2016 

in Riverside, California. 

Betsy is survived by her nephews and nieces, 

Ivan Ross and his family, Delmer Ross, and 

Nancy Burton. Betsy’s legacy of love for her 

family and deep faith in god will never be 

forgotten. Betsy was also a long time volun-

teer who did alumni and fundraising work at 

MVA.  

Obituaries 
Mary (Sousa) Prickett, ’43 

Mary passed away on January 19, 2015 at 

her daughter’s residence in Virginia Beach, 

Virginia, after a long illness. She was just 

three months short of turning 100 years old.  

We are accepting nominations for Alumnus 
and Teacher of the Year for next year. If 
you have suggestions, please email us at 
alumni@mtnviewacademy.org.  

Past Teachers of the Year: 

 Jim Marxmiller 

 Gary Swanson 

 Curtis Wright 

 Robert Hicks 

 Lloyd Best 

Past Alumni of the Year: 

 Patsy (Beddoe) Hartje 

 Joanne (Acierto) Rosales 

 Jim Pedersen 

 Oscar Lattimore 

 Mark Cimino 

Nominations Requested 

Pearl (Simon) Weseman, ’49 

Pearl passed away October 

15, 2015. Pearl was born in 

La Cross, Kansas to Orley 

and Hazel Simon. She died 

in her sleep from complica-

tions of Neurodegenerative 

Disease which she suffered 

from for 15 years. Pearl was preceded in death 

by her parents and brother Richard Simon. 

She is survived by her loving husband Wellesley 

Weseman of San Jose, sons Steven and Tim 

Weseman and give grandchildren. Also sur-

vived by brother Vernon Simon and sister-in-

law Mary.  

Ed John, ’65 

Ed passed away suddenly 

in his sleep on Sunday 

morning May 22, 2016. His 

family is having a memorial 

service at the following: 

Darling Fischer on Santa 

Cruz Ave in Los Gatos on 

Wednesday, June 1 at 11:00 am for viewing 

and service to follow.  

from this year.  This retreat held on the second week-end of school was 

the most mentioned positive memory for the year.  The friendships and 

positive interactions between the students in the various classes was 

evident throughout the year. When students were eating lunch, visiting 

with each other after school, or involved in various other group activities, 

they were more likely to be in mixed grade groups.  I also noticed that 

junior or senior students were more likely to head over and talk to 

freshman or sophomore students.  Throughout the year there was a pro-

tective family atmosphere observed that included all students. 

 

As in the past, our students were able to share some of their experiences 

with elementary school students from Foothill, Miramonte, San Fran-

cisco, and West Valley.  One of the areas I received the most comments 

on was the Week of Prayer Meetings at Miramonte that were led by 

small groups of our students.  These positive comments included state-

ments about the energy level of students during the song service, how 

prepared the students were for their messages, and even how the student 

speaker had noticeably matured in just one year.  It is a privilege to 

work with the staff at Mountain View Academy.  It is also inspirational 

to see how students mature and move toward becoming responsible 

citizens and \ active church members.  This has been a good 

year.  There are always issues and stresses that must be dealt with but 

we thank God for the blessings we see and we thank you as Alumni for 

the support you provide.  

Jerry Corson, Principal 
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Ruth Nakashima, ’42—Receives Diploma After 74 Years 
by Cheryl Teruya, ’66 

Ruth Matsumura Nakashima was born in Esparto, California, in Capay 

Valley. On February 19, 1942, Executive Order 9066 was signed by 

President Roosevelt which authorized the internment of thousands of 

American citizens of Japanese ancestry. By June of 1942, more than 

110,000 Japanese Americans were relocated to remote internment 

camps scattered inland across several regions. For the next two and a 

half years, many of these Americans endured often extremely difficult 

conditions.  

The decree stated that unless the Japanese left the restricted West 

Coast states by a certain date, they would be taken to relocation centers 

and then sent to internment camps.   

One March day in 1942, Ruth went to school at MVA as usual. 

Principal Westermeyer stopped her and told her to go back home 

and pack to leave California since all Japanese would be taken to 

camp unless they left by midnight. MVA teachers, Ruth Wiest (a 

graduate of Union College), Principal Westermeyer, Mr. Matheson, 

Mr. Rasmussen, Mrs. George, Miss Olinda and a few others had 

arranged for Ruth to take a train that day to Nebraska. Ruth Wiest 

had contacted the Dean of Women at Union College to meet her at 

the train station upon her arrival. Principal Westermeyer called a rela-

tive who was the business manager at Union College to make 

arrangements for Ruth.  

Her father and brothers saw her off that evening at the train station. 

She was only 17, scared to death, had never ridden on a train before 

and was leaving for a part of the country foreign to her. Before her 

mother’s death when Ruth was 12, she had told her that she often 

asked God to take care of the family; Ruth realized perhaps this was 

the answer to her mother’s prayers.  

After Ruth left, her father and brothers were sent to the Santa Anita 

Racetrack and then transported to the Hart Mountain Internment 

Camp in Wyoming. She was not able to see her family for more than 

three years. 

Upon her arrival at Union College, Ruth found that the faculty at 

MVA had already arranged to have her transcripts sent. She took a 

test to complete her senior year and immediately started working to 

earn her tuition for the fall school year. Her grades from high school 

and test scores were excellent so she was given a partial scholarship. 

The teachers at MVA wrote letters of encouragement to her. Some 

faculty even sent her a few dollars to help with expenses. After com-

pleting her pre-nursing at Union College, she finished her nursing 

studies in Boulder, Colorado.   

Ruth was the first Japanese student to attend Union College. She was 

also the first Japanese student in the nursing program in Colorado. It 

was in Colorado that she met her future husband, Ichiro Nakashima.   

Ichiro Nakashima was also inland during the war attending Madison 

College in Tennessee. Ruth’s brother roomed with Ichiro and often 

read letters she had written to her brother. Ichiro loved her letters and 

wanted to meet her. Ruth’s brother left Madison College and found 

work in Colorado. It was on a trip to Colorado on his way home to 

California that Ichiro met Ruth.  They continued writing one another 

as they finished their degrees. 

Both graduated from college in 1946. Ruth was reunited with her family 

after the war in Los Angeles where she worked. Ichiro wanted to con-

tinue his education for his Masters Degree at Washington Missionary 

College (now Columbia Union College) near the Washington, D.C. 

area. After they married in 1947, they went back East so he could 

finish his studies. 

They moved back to California near Fresno in 1949 and then moved 

to Mountain View in 1950 when Ichiro found a job at the Pacific 

Press. Ruth worked as a nurse and retired from Stanford University 

Hospital in the 1980s. 

For years following her academy and college days, her teacher Miss 

Wiest was a frequent visitor to Ruth’s home. Miss Wiest had a sincere 

interest in every phase of Ruth’s life, celebrating her marriage and the 

births of her children. Miss Wiest’s love and influence followed Ruth 

for years. Years later, Miss Wiest’s health failed and she passed away.  

Ruth and Ichiro went to Texas to attend her funeral and say good-bye 

to her life-long friend and champion. 

Ruth always wanted to be a graduate of Mountain View Academy. 

When she found that her picture was not included with the class, she 

persuaded someone at the school to include her picture with her class-

mates. All four of Ruth’s children graduated from MVA. 

The friendships, love, spiritual and emotional support that Ruth 

received from the faculty of MVA far outweighed what any diploma 

would have meant to her at that time. She is very grateful to Mountain 

View Academy and the faculty who embraced her and is thankful for 

the honor of receiving her MVA diploma after 74 years. 

sterilization/organization coordinators. 

Sunday, the first  day of the clinic was 

reserved for children with children also given 

priority on other days. The final afternoon of 

the clinic was reserved for the staff and fam-

ilies of the Palawan School to receive more 

complete dental care and treatment. Work in 

the dental clinic began at 8 a.m. with the first 

patients admitted at 9:00. The last patients 

were released at 6:30 in the evening. 

Vacation Bible School: Another group of 

students under the direction of other adult 

volunteers provided a daily program for the 

children each morning. Activities included 

songs, stories, Bible lessons, crafts, and 

snacks.  The afternoon was used to prepare 

for the next day’s activities. 

Food Preparation: A crew of seasoned volun-

teers prepared and served most of the meals. 

Meal service was provided for all of MVA 

group as well as for the local construction 

crew. The varied menu provided a quantity 

of fruit to go along with freshly made breads 

that left all satisfied. 

Recreation and Education: The trip was not 

all work. Special meals were planned as well 

as education tours and presentations by local 

residents. Friday was reserved for a trip to 

the Underground River. This tour through the 

underground labyrinth of limestone was 

filled with rock formations, stalactites, stal-

agmites, and hanging bats. 

God’s Leading: Throughout the trip we as 

participants were filled with wonder about 

how God was providing for us. From extra 

baggage charges not needing to be paid to 

moments over Manila when the plane needed 

to make a second more controlled approach, 

God was there. One of the contacts that 

were made prior to the trip was a Colonel in 

the Philippine Air Force who worked with 

security. This resulted in the Air Force 

providing undercover security at the work 

site, supplying ground transportation in 

Manila on our return, arranging for a large 

fan to help combat the 90% humidity and 

95 degree temperatures in the medical and 

dental clinics, and five air force security 

soldiers were deployed to assist in crowd 

control. By their count over 3,000 people 

visited and about 1,000 received treatment. 

God leads and God provides. What we can 

do is let him use us. 

 Kitchen remodeled with new cabinets, countertops, 
flooring, faucets, door and paint 

 Restrooms near art room remodeled 

 ISP pipe upgrade to 100Mbps up and down 

Campus Improvements 2015-16 

 Cafeteria carpet removal, replace with sound dead-
ening linoleum 

 Refinish upper deck walkway 

 Admin power panel upgrade for new living  skills 
hoods and microwaves 

 Roof parapet siding refinish to prevent leaks 

 3 rooms painted and recarpeted 

 25 locker locks replaced 

Campus Improvements Planned for 2016-17 

Philippines Mission Trip continued 

From page 10 

 New chairs in computer lab 

 Upgraded audio/visual including interactive projec-
tors in 9 rooms 

 Painted 4 classrooms and recarpeted 2 

 25 locker locks replaced 

Thanks to an increase in enrollment along with careful and thoughtful management of funds, MVA has been able to perform several 

campus upgrades. Below is a list of what was completed this year.  

Ruth Matsumura Nakashima, ’42, receives diploma 
from MVA Principal Jerry Corson.  

A special new capital campaign will be 
announced soon so stay tuned! 

A great big thanks to all who have supported the 

school through your charitable contributions this 

year—we couldn’t do it without you! 
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Jim Morehead—MVA Teacher for 27 Years Receives Teacher of the Award 
by Danette (Morehead) Glaab, ’79 

Jim Morehead was born in 1934 and raised a devoted Seventh-day 

Adventist in Bakersfield, California. He attended Monterey Bay 

Academy from 1949 through 1953 and met his sweetheart Rae Hacker, 

whom he later married. 

In 1957, he received his 

teaching credentials from 

Pacific Union College 

with a major in Industrial 

Arts and a Physical Edu-

cation minor AND married 

his high school sweetheart 

Rae the same day! Mr. 

Morehead went back to 

MBA and taught 

1957/1958 school year 

then started working at an 

oil refinery with his father 

until 1965. It was then that 

he moved his family to Campbell California to start a teaching career at 

Mountain View Academy. 

From 1965-92 Mr. Morehead taught Industrial Arts, Auto Mechanics, 

Driver’s Education and Driver’s Training and assisted in the Physical 

Education Department. During his tenure at MVA, Mr. Morehead 

obtained a master’s degree in Industrial Arts from PUC in 1971. 

He became one of the students’ favorite teachers at MVA, from his 

joke telling, his ability to teach and his willingness and eagerness to 

always lend a hand when asked or saw a need. He volunteered a lot his 

personal time, spent a lot of his own money for MVA and would never 

accept credit or repayment for it.  

In 2000 Mr. and Mrs. Morehead sold their Campbell home and moved 

to Cameron Park located 30 miles east of Sacramento and 70 miles 

west of South Lake Tahoe. Mr. Morehead eventually acquired his 

private pilot’s license and during his retirement, he was able to obtain 

his lifelong dream of building and flying his own airplane. He built a 

KR2 airplane and even milled a lot of the interior wood work panels 

by hand including the propeller. Mr. Morehead’s dream was realized 

when the FAA came in June 2007 and approved the aircraft for flight. 

Once the test flight was completed, he got to fly it. 

Mr. Morehead has since slowed down a bit due to a voluntary knee 

replacement surgery that went bad a few years ago but you can still 

find him in his garage building or fixing something for someone or 

talking over the telephone offering suggestions about how to fix some-

thing, continuing his legacy of helping those around him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morehead have two children, David. ’77 and Danette, 

’79.  They currently have five grandchildren, two great grandchildren, 

two granddogs and three grandhorses.  

To see more pictures go to mtnviewacademy.org, Alumni and Giving 

Around Campus 

The Alumni Association was very pleased with the great 

turn-out this past alumni weekend. We also got great 

feedback about the Friday evening program. We want to 

continue this and re-energize the Saturday evening event. 

We welcome suggestions and volunteers!  

With an expanded alumni weekend, we also need an expanded budget to 

successfully fund it. Please consider contributing to the Alumni Weekend 

Fund.  

To donate online, go to mtnviewacademy.org, Alumni and Giving, Dona-

tions and scroll to the bottom of the page to Make a Donation.  Or may 

send a gift via mail marked Alumni and Development.  

Thank you for your continued support through prayers and financial gifts. 

We couldn’t do it without you! 

Mr. Morehead at MVA in 1966 

Mr. Morehead after receiving his award with presenter Gary 

Guernsey, ’78 

Help us Grow  Honor Year Class Reps Needed 

 
We need your help with: 

 Personally inviting classmates 
back for Homecoming 

 Locating missing alumni 
 

Please contact us at: 

alumni@mtnviewacademy.org if you 
would like to help plan your honor 
class gathering for next the next Reun-
ion on April 7-8, 2017. 

 

We can supply you with a list of 
classmates and any contact infor-
mation we may have for them. 

Let’s make this a great Reunion! 

Daphne Knecht—Alumnus of the Year 
Daphne Knecht, ’06,  was selected as Alumnus 

of the Year. The award was given posthu-

mously as Daphne passed away in 2012 from 

a tumor. Her parents, Douglass and Vickie 

Knecht, both teachers at MVA, accepted the 

award on her behalf.  

Karen Jhanapin, Aleah Bowie and Sidney 

Choi, former classmates of Daphne’s spoke 

about her endless friendship, laughter and 

remarkable spirit. Each shared memories 

they had of Daphne through the years at 

MVA and beyond.  

The words on the award read as follows: 

This award is given in honor of an alumnus 

whose light shown brightly along each path 

she took. Her enthusiasm and love of life 

inspired those around her. Daphne’s legacy 

live on in all who knew her. We are grateful 

this is a part of the MVA story.  

Her legacy not only lives on at MVA and all 

who knew her here but she was also a student 

at Southern Adventist University. A scholar-

ship was recently fully endowed to be award-

ed each spring to a member of Gym Masters. 

If you are interested in giving to the fund, 

contact Southern at 1-800-SOUTHERN.  

Daphne’s classmates & parents Vickie 
& Douglas Knecht 
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Class Photos 

BR: Larita (Albertson) McCoy, Cheryl (Jensen) Smith, Barton Machado, Grant McPherson, Doug Price, Karen Robinson-Ledoux, 
Elaine (White) Garland, SR: Janice (Prichard) Rench, Cassie (Hazley) Kellerby, Patrice Babienko, April (Munson) Hardinge, 
Cheryl (Nakashima) Teruya, Carol (Snow) Birge, FR: Jeannine (Baker) Best, Pamela (Stern) Arnott, Carter Blackmun, Mary 
(Jacobs) Carlton, Newton Birge, Dan Kunihira, Carol (Pedersen) Brooks 

BR: Ken Salerno, Edward 
Witherspoon Neumann, 
John Nelson, Craig Klatt,  

FR: Dorene (Weseman) 
Aronson, Donna 
(Zweigle) Montgomery, 
Judy Stump Klatt 

BR: Jonathan Araujo,  Edwin Perla, Jamal Wright, James Ho, 
FR: Lisa Rattay, Jannica (Feiller) Morton, Michelle 
(Bedrossian) Givens, Cindy (Barr) Lopez 

1991 

BR: Saina “Babe” Lepulu, Abigail Cruz-Meadows, Sidney 
Choi, Richard Fenn, SR: Karen Jhanapin, Lucero Villalobos, 
Tanisha Lindsey, FR: Terri (Gali) Lepulu, Aleah Bowie 

2006 

BR: Mike Brown, John Frey, Laurie (Varela) Ferguson, Chris Hartje, Eddie Maynez, Mark Nelson, 
Michael Bruns, Arthur Narita, Mary Ann Cimino-Shinn, Sue Wang, FR: Kirstin (Bolander) Rich, 
Sharon (Echklund) Fox, Karyn and Jim Marxmiller, Kathy (Weseman) Opp  

1981 

1966 

1946 

BR: Tom Eiseman, Joe Hubert, Doug Sumaraga,  

FR: Katie Cimino-Eiseman, Gloria Bancarz, Lori Hashimoto Smith, 
Dave Morehead, Rick Mace 

1977 
BR: Ted Bancarz, Vickie (Dunton) Salerno, Ken Salerno, Bernie Hayes, Dan Novakovich, Robyn (Batiste) Tanner, Todd Batiste,  

SR: Ross Brown, Judy (Baldwin) Mayfield, Sam Ocampo, Rhonda (Sandow) Garner, Kelly (Stone) Hayes, Vanessa (Alvarado) Greer, 
Rodney Zellitti, FR: Rick Mace, Steve Asatani, Bonita Finley, Sandra Torres, Mai (Huynh) Pham   

1976 

BR: Rob Colon, Ron Nakashima, Kevin Togami, Melanie Cook, 
Danette (Morehead) Glaab, Alan Blaloch, Rob Perry,  

FR: Ursula Fields, Lisa (Asatani) Iwahashi, Vicki (Curtis) Beachy, 
Patrice (Anderson) Fratianni, Nino Ocampo 

1979 

1950s/’60s 

’86/’96 
Susan (Magill) Singer, Albert Malo 

Missing: Christine (Ledesma)  

Frazier, ’86 and Kimberli (Holbert) 
Zazzi, ‘’96 

Disclaimer: We apologize in advance if there are any errors in names. We did our best to identify everyone correctly. Please let us know if there are any incorrect names (misidentified or misspelled). Thank you! 

Vivian 
(Stickney) 
Schatz 


